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Group members: Veronica Malencia (vamalenc@owu.edu); Ethan Perry (epperry@owu.edu); 

Everett Smith (ecsmith@owu.edu) 

Question: 

What type of issues are relevant to the Olentangy River through Delaware County, Ohio,  such as 

low-head dams, pollution, development, animals and plants? Also,  how navigable is the river by 

foot or canoe and what is  its potential as “blueway”? 

The Olentangy River is  often overlooked by citizens and visitors to Delaware, Ohio and we 

hope to bring attention to its importance to the community and the viability of using it as a 

possible attraction to Central Ohio for education and recreation. 

Understand your Question: 

We would like to research/learn the following from our project: 

What is the purpose of the low head dams, what progress has been made in removing these 

dams, what resources (time and money) does it take to remove low head dams, what kinds of 

pollution are in the river ( garbage, industrial runoff, residential runoff...etc.) how do the dams 

and pollution affect the river environment, what can be done to reduce the impact from said 

hazards, Is the river heavily developed, is development encroaching or moving away, what kind 

of wildlife is there on the river, is any wildlife in danger or adversely impacted by 

dams/pollution/development? 

Also, can the river be navigated by foot or canoe, is it safe for the community to explore the 

river, is it already explored by the community, how will the community benefit from this project, 

how will the river be affected by this project, how does the community currently feel about the 

river, does the community wish to see anything happen to the river? 

To understand these questions we must explore the river, collect data, talk to the community and 

educate the community about this project. 

Data: Data for the project is readily available and can accessed online and will be in the form of 

hydrological data collected by Delaware County or the Department of Natural Resources. There 

may also be other data collected by individuals for project or research that may be a source use. 

Professors from Ohio Wesleyan University will be contacted for help with any biology, 

hydrology, and geography issues related to the project. 

Showing Data: The focus of the project will be first hand pictures and experiences on and near 

the Olentangy River but the map will also feature points of interest detailed on the map of run-



off and depth or flow measurements tying into the hazards or positive features of the river for 

human use/development. 

Analysis: 

Generate an engaging map of the Olentangy River that would encourage Delaware residents and 

OWU members to explore, appreciate and/or understand more about the river that flows through 

our county.  This will be accomplished by collecting data about important and interesting 

features, changes, and ways to engage with the river. A focus will be on the content and imagery 

arranged in an approachable manor rather than using an extremely precise measure of the 

location of these data points. 

Present the results: 

Our final product with be an 11” by 17” two sided map. This will enable us to increase the scale 

and see more detail of the river. There is also a possibility of an on-line version of our map. The 

map will include photographs that we take during our expedition to give our audience a sense of 

the river. It will also include data points some of which will have a text box of additional 

information.  We have yet to decide if these will be listed along the sides of the map in categories 

or as pop-out conversation bubbles from the data point. 

Timeline:  

Before break: Decide categories and Decide who we need to get in contact with 

March 14-28: Preliminary trips and Data research 

Last week march/first of April: Expedition 

April 1-7: Analyzing data, combining research data with expedition 

April 8-14: Decided on map layout and Construct map 

April 15-29: Construct map 

 


